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There used to be a covered bridge 
at Marlinton across the Greenbrier 
River. I6 was built about 1851, and 
it was the sop to Carebus who was 
guarding the treasury when great 
turnpike schemes were being carried 
out in Richmond. This wes one of| Valley. 
the bridges which came through thej|and fr 
Civil War. Armies marched back] Valley 
and forth over fhe bridge and it fig-| uppers 
ured in battles and retreats, but as it} Elk, at 
happened the critical occasions didjroad de 
not occur in time of fiood except once, } of the ; 
and that was during Averell’s raid, souther 
and then they kindled a fire that my| Ther 
grandma Price was able to scatter. {0 

_ Before it was torn down, I we 
‘across it one morning and saw an old 
Confed examining the walls. It was| 


OY yery good friend James Schis 


rn i j went | Mounts 
Then dk 









fi} ania » W an old 


can ng the wa lt was 


. cainp t 

\ friend James schisler, nad va 
reenbrier Oounty. He said he| Then da 

was looking for the loop hole that he} Elk tot 
1 used during the war. aCIOSS @ 


As near as | can figure it out there] Fork of 
was but one time that they had a bat| and ther 
tle here at Marlinton, during the} Old Fiel 
Civil War, though it was for months} an old li 
at atime a fortified camp. And I}|Irememl 
never understood the nature of the] he came) 
controversy at that time, and I amjchapel, f 
pretty sure that none of the local} about thr 
people here on either side ever under-j 1888 to M 
stood it. All they knew was that]/mame did 
there were soldiers stationed at the] sides. 
bridge and suddenly the bottom was The roi 
full of blue coats and and there was| Fork of EB 
much firing and cavalry charging and| and when 


an awful racket, and the Confeder- the place 
ates retreated west and south, and| turns toe 
of Gauley | 


ay. 
the yankees went away here} ber barric 


Dr. George B. Moffett was 
that day. We was the father of the defile the f 
Standard Oi] Com- withdrew | 


+ of the 
ee Indiana, the one that the] the waters 
umpire fined twenty-nine million ricade was 
dollars. That president said that|trees were 
the fine did not hurt se much as the} mile. Ire 
attorney’s fees that the company had ee re 
hf : - ning o 
1 or Mottett withdrew that day. In| were so m: 
telling about it afterwards he said:}that he cc 
eval’. [ thought I hada fairly fleet} impossible 














president of the Standard Ol!) Com-]| Withere# 
pany of Indiana, the one that the] the wate: 
umpire tined twenty-nine million] ricade wa 
dollars. That president said that] trees wei 
the fine did not hurt so much as the} mile. I) 
attorney's fees that the company had} Webster! 
~ So pay. eyening | 

Dr. Moffett withdrew that day. In| wereso a 
telling about it afterwards he said:/ that he ¢ 
“Well, I thought I haia fairly fleet 
horse, but with all those bullets fiy- 
ing around me, it seemed like Gizzard 
could not run at all." 

Col. Gratton Miller was here that 
day. Hetold us children about it 
forty odd years ago. He said that 
he ran through the bridge and got se 
much dust in his lungs that he could 
not run and he dared not stop. ““Why 
could you not stop?’* “Because I 
had to run or get shot in the back.’* 
So it is to be prasnsmed that he was 

* moving rapidly, 


have been able to figure out what 
the fuss was about, and if you will 
bear with me ss longas the tale un- 
folds, I will try to pass_ it on te you 
That is the reason that 1 would that part | 
rather write than speak. In writing 
‘ Lam not interrupted and I do not 


minie balls was January 3, 1862. 
It will be remembered 
wat taeke Gat Ul len bee te the 
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The day : 2 Wha 
federates sowed the bottom 
minie balls was January 8, 1862. 

Is will be remembered that the 
war broke out In 186], And that for a 
time Pocahontas county was the-ob- 
jective of both armies. That is the 
glorious year in the history of this 
county, The strength ef the militia 
just before the war was six hundred 
and fifty, and pet before June 10th, 
ever ve hundred had entered the} On the ea 
Confederate army from -Pocahontas was 8 tral 
county. Robert B. Lee spent some-] the lengt 




















during that time can be 
the letters that he wrote 
stay in this county. a distan 

There had been considerable fight- yards and 
tng in Tygarts Valley as the econfed- 


VMs Viskeyv Velev WS, 
stay in this county, 
There had been considerable 


ing in Tygarts Valley as the con 


erates fell back before McOiellan and] 


The federals dug in at 
and Lee fortified the 


Rosecrans. 
Elkwater, 


wy ee eer ee 


the letters that he wrote during his} 


fight- 
fed- 







passes through Valley Mountain and to D 


Middle Mountain. The federals had 
fortified White Top of Cheat Moun- 
tain on the Staunton & Parkersburg 
‘Turnpike. Lee tried to get Loring’s 
‘army across the Cheat country and 
they got lost in the wilderness. If 
he had got that army in behind the 
federals who were at Eikwater, it is 
to be presumed that he would have 
attacked in the front. 

It is pretty plain reading between 
the lines that Lee was worried about 
not having word from Loring about 
whether he had got across or not, 
and sent Major John A. Washington 
with a handful of men to reconnoiter 
and see if he saw a confederate army 
marching up the river by some hook 
or crook. And Washington kept 
looking and lcoking in vain for such 
oe and got So near the fortifica- 

nsin trying to discover the lost 


army that he : 
killed. was fired upon and 


Then Lee pulled 
fall and the tro 4 
Ops settle; 
the 4 as | 
winter. The federals mink a 
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killed 
Phon Lee pulled up and left In 
fal) and the troops settled down 1 
The fedorals were &t 
the winter, The fe : 
Reverly, and Hattonsville, Vs te 
Pop and Nikwater, ‘The confeder 
ates were at Bartow, Top of Alle 
gheny, Monterey, Huntersville and 
Marling Bottom, On dhe Marlins 
Robtom and Hluttonsyiile Turnpike 
the confederates had fallen back to 
this place and farther east, The 
federals had been stopped In twe se 
vere battles on the Staunton & Par. 
kersburg ‘Turnpike, one fought at the 
fording of the Rast Fork of Green- 
brier River, on Ootober 31, 1861, and 
one abthe Top of Allegheny on De 
camber 18, 1861, In addition to 
that here had been two skirmishes 
at Travelers Repose, ab bhat same 
ford, one Oovober 8, 18d], and one 
December 12, 1861, We had six bat. 
Mes to that one year in Pocahontas 


County, Mat is conn 0 
of Jannary 9, 1882, “the 
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MES Paigo with enthusiasm and he exe-lof x 
z ¢ ited his orders with neatness and|J. F 
{arlin| dispatch. His little army was made| con: 
1atter | up of 400 soldiers from his own regi-| of t 
j ment. They marched by the Elk | wit! 
water fort and there he picked up| the 
300 men from the Second West Vir-|ove 
927 ginia, and at Linwood he was joined | the 
—=—==iby a little troop of 38 of Bracken’s| pik 
oridge|cavalry. He had loaded up his sup-|the 
nbrier| ply wagons and the army of 738 men | ate 
1, and| moved south into the country of the | ma) 
10 was| rebel angels. He started from Hut-| the 
great|tonsville, December 31, 1861, at 1 p. | sid 
‘arried|m. The road follows the ‘Tygarts) cel) 
one of| Valley. Kiver to its head at Mingo, sid) 
gh the} and from there it crosses over the] the 
back} Valley Mountain where it strikes the | for! 
it fig-| upper waters of the Dry Branch of 
it as it| Elix, at the postofiice of Mace. The 
ns did] road descends @ little along the foot 
Cheat Mountain whose 

it once, } of the great it 
s raid, | southern end faces this little v or. 
hat my} The reed shen othe pew pa 

¢ of a mile e en 

} tanks Mountain and Middle Mountain. 


an old|Then down the on _ io 5 
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Chen down the Big Spring Branch of 
Kik to the Hugh Sharp place, then 
across a divide to the waters of Slaty 
Mork of Elk by L. D. Sharp’s store, 
and then across another divide to the 
Old Field Fork of Rik, so calied from 
an old Indianfield near Mary’s Chapel 
Iremember Dr. Lacy’s dilemma when 
he came to change the name of this 
chapel, from Saint Mary’s Chapel, 
about the time it was dedicated in 
1888 to Mary’s Chapel. The original 
name did not appeal to the old iron- 
sides. 

The route layup the Old Field 
Fork of Elk for seven or eight miies 
and when Webster's army reached 
the place that Crooked Fork of Elk 
turns to encircle the upper reaches 
of Gauley River, they found the tim. 
ber barricade cut into the narrow |. 
defile the fall before when Lee’s army 
withdrew from the watersof Elk to 
the waters of Greenbrier. This bar- 
ricade was a formidable one for the 
trees were all cut for more thana 
mile. I remember it very distinctly. 
Webster reached this blockade on the 
eyening of January 2nd, and there 
were so many trees across the pike 
that he concluded that it would be 
impossible for him to cuts them out 


86 that his wagons could continue to 
an tar@arA colthawk  laptiwesw bean enue 
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trees were al| cut for more than a 
mile. I remember it Very distinctly, 
Webster reached this blockade on the 
evening of January 2nd, and there 
Were sO many trees across the pike 
that he concluded that it would be 
impossible for him to cut them out 
So that his wagons could continue to 
g0 forward without losing too much 
time, Sohe parked his wagons there 
and left a squadron of lifty men to 
guard them. 

He found a path to the left, on J. 
©. Gay's side of the blockade and he 
climbed to the top of the mountain 
in that way, early on the morning of 
January 3rd, 

When Webster got to the top of 
Blk Mountain on the Gay place he 
could look down on the valley of the 
Greenbrier like whatyoumaycallhim 
looked down on Italy from the Alps, 
He could see the tents of the winter 
camp of the company who had start- 
ed to winter on the Ingen Patch, 
that part of the city Hmits now oe. 
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t writing} cupied by the Union Tanning Com- 
do not]/pany. Another company (Louisiana) 
Iness. was camped down the river on th 
and con-| West side where the old Price place! p 
im with;ls, They had cut every tree oh th 
62, plantation of any sise except & Walnut 
hat the/and @ hickory that the children beg 
iat for al ged the colonel to spare, im 

the ob Marling Bottom wae ancl 










this| The old pike came UP a little 


. | barr 
itis| dropped down to the bridge 4 | 
lred | On top of this bill wes ® cannon. beef 
: till be seen | quar 
ith, | part of embankment cans + lhead 
the | On the east of the river on the ban a 

a8 a trench for rife fire extending | 
the lengtii of the Tannery Bow of fire 
tenement houses, with another can-| wert 
lie] non styled where there is now s big} T'! 
ts| oak where the road topped the bank | his 
from the Marlin ford. These fortifi-| nigt 


yards and made the road extremely | mils 
dangerous as a passway. wor 

Webster marched his command |dris 
tj}down Elk Mountain through the| was 
+] loyal village of Edray, across the flats | strc 
|| to Drennen’s Ridge, and down that L 
ridge into the rebel settlement of ple 
Marlins Bottom. At or about thejon'! 
mouth of Stony Creek, a mile above| ma 


44. - aT Fa , = 








How's the bridge, he stopped long enough | pet 
( and} to send his aquad of ouvalry Boron) foe 
. fp the river at the Gay place, and they | thi 
[ the/ealloped down the east bank of the|on 
(tisftiver and came out on the bottom | th 
have} /and and to the Hunteraville road, | me 
firing and acting oubragoous, while}on 
Webater's infantry came down the Sp 
west of the road, The cavalry outs | ab 
wubtfting in behind the confederates 
caused them to stampede and most of 
them made tb across the bridge to 
ter] She west side and they all fed south 
my]|4od west into the woods, ‘Ibis en. 
vok] kaxement while a very nolsy one re- 
spt] sulted in no loss by death or wound 
ich | ing on elther side, 
tae} And it hardly halted the advance | o 
mt} Ol the federals, They crossed the|4 
nd] bridge and advanced on Hunters. 
Ville, six notes distant, driving before | t 
‘them some mounted confederates, |! 
yw} tluntersville was the county seat of 
at} Pocahontas county, and was located 
be} #bout four miles from Camp North 
i} Weel, It had seen some big armies 
p | 4uring the year 1861, and when Lee 


d loft everything In charge of Loring, 
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Such | 4s OF Ciuner side. 
tica-} And it hardly halted the advance 
lost} Of the federals. They crossed the 
and| bridge and advanced on Hunters- 
ville, six miles distant, driving before 
the} them some mounted confederates. 
for} Huntersville was the county seat of 
at| Pocahontas county. and was located 
ite} about four miles from Camp North- 
ler} west. It had seen some big armies 
le-| during the year 1861, and when Lee 
ndj left everything in charge of Loring, 
ns|the confederates made Huntersville 
ke] their headquarters for all their ac- 
to} tivities in this part of the county. 
Webster had left Captain Johnson 
with fifty men to guard the wagons 
r-}@G the barricade. So now he left 
ie] Captain Williams and ufty men to 
guard Greenbrier Bridge. 


When Webster arrived at the ford 
ee 
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1} the field, the line crossing the turn: |e 
3|}pike. Webster sent a detachment up| \ 
the mountain to turn the confeder- |" 
ate’s right while the rest of his com- 
mand marched upon their front and|| 
the firing became general on both}1 
sides. But the confederates  per-| 
ceiving that the federals on the north 
side of the creek were encircling 
them, the confederates fell wack and 
formed @ new line of battle across the 
pike and along Cummings Creek near 
the town. The pickets coming in 
from Marlins Bottom had reported 
the federa! force tobe about five 
thousand men, 

Wehater croseed attha ford at J. 





gaged at Huntersville was about four 
hundred regular cavalry, seversl hun- 
Gred citizens of the county, recruited | 
the day before, and two companies 
of infantry, 

inthe meantime, at Camp Alle- 
yhany, C@neral Elward Joh gon was 
biied with apprehension. This was 
the Kentuky general. Anold Jady 
foid me thathle ears flapped when 
nis hiorse trotted General Johnson's 
scouts had reported the forward 
movement of the federals as heing 
YOO) men, end Johnson figured out 
that they would circle around by way 
of Huntersville, Frost, and Orabbot- 
Win, end detach him violently from 
bie base, at Monterey, 
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‘men bo/ tersville he found it deserted. a 

soul was living there. The court- 
on J./house and jail and stores, and 
and he; houses were all empty. War had 
untain/come too close to them, and the 
ning of/countyseat and largest town of the 

county was abandoned by its popula- 
top of/tion, It remained in this condition | 
ce he/for most of the war, and the soldiers 
of the} used the Presbyterian church for al 
Wihim}/camp, and the houses were abused. | 
Alps. } Windows were broken and the doors 
‘inter | left Swinging, and anold timer told 
itart- | me that this the scene of much social] 
sich, [life and gaity became one of the 
W oc-/dreariest sights that he had ever 
Com- | observed, 


ana)| A civilian came to the Webster 


| the | command and told him that the peo- |. 
ged moved out and taken their 


confederate general had told them 
that if his army was beaten, that the 
town would be burned, 

fied When the town was captured Jan 
‘th. | vary ord, large 4rmy supplies were 
sid found stored there. There were 350 


ad.| barrels of flour. 150,000 pounds of 
4.1 Deel, 30.000 natwnds né cca. Se 
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command and told him te, Web 
. hed, no ved ou him that the peo- 


it. and taken their 


confederlate general had told them’ 
that if is army was beaten, that the] 95 
town would be burned. 


When the town was captured Jan 
uary 3rd, large army supplies were 
found stored there. There were 350 
barrels of flour, 150,000 pounds of 
beef, 30,000 pounds of salt, and large 
quantities of sugar, coffee, rice, 
bacon and clothing. 

Not being able to move anything, 
fire was set to the stores and they 
were destroyed. 

Then Webster turned and marched 
his men back to his wagons that 
hight in the sleet and driving rain, 
having fought two engagements, and 
marched something like twenty-eight 
miles on foot. That was a big days 
work. It took an hour and a half to 
drive the confedates a mile, and he 
was in Huntersville two hours de- 
stroying rebel stores, 


1 618 no wonder that the local peo- 
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ppike af) Having ae 
hundred | marched ne 
miles 4 
Po ae oe took an hour and a 
drive the confeda nile, ar 
ae was in Huntersville two hours t 
the flats/stroying rebel stores, . oe 
m that; Itisno wonder that the loca) peo- 
ent of | ple did net understand the movements] or 
mat thejon that day, for the confederate com- 
® above} manders did not know what was hap-| | 
emough; pening to them. Webster’s return| — 
across;@March from Huntersville was what 
d they | they had not counted on. They went 
of the/ on the basis that a big army was on 
tettom | the move, and looked for it to go al- 
road. | most any way but back. They figured R, 
while}on amarch tothe White Sulphur| — 
@ the; Springs. or on the Central Railroad 
’ cut-} at Millboro, or to Monterey. 
trates} But the little federal army march- 
x86 of jing sojaunty with their young com- 
ge to | mander had no notion of penetrating| Sv 
outh |farther into the strongholds of the | pe 
$ en-| confederacy than any union army had 
€ re-| reached up to that time, and he had| V 
und |}Swept the country clean as he went] — 
song and extricated his army with 
suce;much nedtness and dispatch, The 


thei4th and 5: 
@ra_iin 1 snd oth of January, Were enent 








'@ road, | most any way put bac . De 
* Whilefon amarch to the White | 
‘wo the]! Springs. or on the Central Be j 
Iry cut- | at Millboro, or to Monterey: march- 
‘derates/ But the little federal a eae com- 
nost of jing so jaunty with their yenetrating 
idge to | mander had no notion of Pits of the 
south / farther into the stronghe army had 
-/ confederacy than any unio nd he had 
ne re-/ reached up to that time, ae he went 
‘ound /Swept the country clean rmy with 
along and extricated his oy h. The 
much nedtness and dispate a spent 
the/4th and 5th of January, wer ricade 
ibers-/in marching back from the oe the 
efore}to Elkwater. On the night o t 
ates. /5th they were in the fortifications : 
st of | Elkwater, where they were royally 
'ted [entertained by the soldiers at that 
tth-/camp, and on the morning of the 6th 
lies/they werein their old headquarters 
uee | 86 Huttonsville. They had» pulled 
bg,/outon a Tuesday and they got back 
lie} the following Monday, and it was as 
ic-/ fine a little campaign as every a set 


of youngsters put over. Major George 
Webster, of the 25th Regiment Ohio 


Volunteers, Commanding , Hunters- 
ville Expedition, was there and back 
Sg8in, with all hic man...” 
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%” before/to Elkwater, On the Daag) 
bderates. /5th they were in the fort! 
* seat of | Elkwater, where they fers at 
located | entertained by the sold of the sb 
| North-| camp, and on the morning dquarters 
‘armies;they werein their old headqd ulled 
en Lee} at Huttonsville. They Netra 
Loring,|out on a Tuesday and they g9 as| Mo 
rsvillie/the following Monday, and it was t 
eir ac-/ fine a little campaign as every & S@ wr, 
of youngsters put over. Major George ] 
Webster, of the 25th Regiment Ohio 
‘agons} Volunteers, Commanding , Hunters- 
left | ville Expedition, was there and back 
n to/egain, with all his men and horses 
intact, having carried fire and sword 
ford} into @ hostile country, and marched 
m= / 102 miles in six days. And he threw 
ascare into the confederates that 

















we", | Made their lines quiver from Hun- 

2 ¢/tersville to Winchester, and from] T 
y Camp Allegheny to Staunton. Scouts 
sjrode headlong in évery direction Fi 
‘| carrying dispatches. They seemed to 
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